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SOCCER COMPLEX

ON HOLD

By Michael McFall
WEST VIEW MEDIA

After nine years, the
controversial soccer complex that the Salt Lake City
administration has been
trying to build is in limbo
until the state’s highest
court comes to a decision.

The Utah Supreme
Court is weighing whether
the city gave adequate
notice to its citizenry
about its intention to move
ahead with the project.
The project has been
in the works since 2003,
when a $15.3 million bond
passed on the ballot. The

Photo illustration by Ray Wheeler

A panoramic view of the site where the Regional Athletic Complex is
planned to be constructed near Rose Park.

Proposed
complex

complex is supposed to be
built on a land parcel west
of the Jordan River at 2200
North, near Rose Park, that
the city acquired from the
state.
The city council greenlit
the project in SeptemCOMPLEX PAGE 9

Salt Lake Regional Athletic Complex site map.

Deferred action gives undocumented hope
By Alonso Reyna
and Flor Olivo
WEST VIEW MEDIA

The immigration debate
rattles on with new implications and benefits for immigrants who were brought to the
U.S. as children. On June 15,
President Barack Obama announced the immediate halt to
the deportations of DREAMers
and other qualifying undocumented individuals residing in
the United States.

Center to serve
more new-comers
By Charlotte
Fife-Jepperson

WEST VIEW MEDIA

Photo by Flor olivo

Immigration attorney Mark Alvarez gives legal advice to undocumented
DEFERRED PAGE 15 youth and parents filling out deferred action forms in Glendale.

courtesy of slcgov.com

Imagine a small west side
apartment bustling with University of Utah social work
students and Somali women
in colorful headscarves waiting on the sofa for an English
language class. A life-skills
class is going on in one of the
bedroom offices, and a teen

is playing on the computer
in the corner of the “living
room.” The apartment is so
crowded that a Latino couple
squeezes into the hallway
with a law school student to
talk about citizenship prep.
For eight years, this was a
typical afternoon scene at the
UNP/Hartland Partnership
Center, housed in the former
HARTLAND PAGE 7
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Caitlin Cahill leads an energerizing group activity at the planning retreat for Free Minds, Free People youth conference, scheduled for June 2013.

Youth bring education conference to Utah
By Flor Olivo

WEST VIEW MEDIA

Across the nation university
enrollment and completion
for communities of color is
on the rise. According to US
Census data, “the number of
Hispanics with doctorates
jumped 161 percent from
1990 to 2010.” Some say these
advances are the result of
years of community work but
even then the educational
disparities remain.
Isaac Giron, local activist
and U of U student, says, “We
have progressed as communities because we desire to
achieve and grow, but we still
have a long way to go.”
In Utah, several youth
organizations are working
to continue bridging these
educational gaps for students
of color. They have decided to
take their educational future
into their own hands and

have joined national efforts
to maintain momentum.
Mestizo Arts and Activism,
the FACE Movement and the
Salt Lake City Brown Berets
are only some of the organizations that have joined the Free
Minds, Free People (FMFP)
movement. The University of
Utah (U of U) is linked to a
number of them.
This summer these groups,
along with others, gathered
to welcome the Free Minds,
Free People national planning
committee which has chosen
Salt Lake City as their host
city for their 2013 conference.
A planning retreat took place
in the Glendale community
of Salt Lake City where about
30 activist from Chicago, New
York, Tucson, California and
other states came together to
plan the upcoming event.
The FMFP conference is a
project of the Education for
Liberation (EdforLib) organi-

zation based out of Chicago,
Illinois. According to their
website, this parent organization works to educate, inspire
and promote education for
all students. Tara Mack, the
founder of the Education for
Liberation, says, “the EdforLib network aims to improve
education by bringing people
together to learn from other’s
experiences. We build alliances that cross boundaries
of geography, occupation
and age in hope of nurturing
communities of thoughtful,
socially engaged people.”
Mack has been the main organizer for the FMFP conference since 2007.
Last month the conference
announcement was kicked off
nationally by Voices in Urban
Education (VUE), a quarterly
journal published by the Annenberg Institute for School
Reform, where the purpose
of the conference was high-

lighted.
Educators, students and
allies shared their meaning for
EdforLib. “We seek to understand, frame, and practice
education for the purpose of
freedom – a true collective realization of liberty and justice
for all,” said Keith Catone, a
veteran high school teacher
and now senior research associate with the Annenberg
Institute.
For educators like Curtis
Acosta, a high school teacher
in Tucson, Arizona, the meaning is slightly different.
Acosta said, “ for those of
us who have struggled to save
ethnic studies and Mexican
American Studies (MAS) in
Tucson, these occurrences
have become a part of a beautiful tradition of education
for liberation that is handed
from one cohort of students to
another and will change our
community forever.”

One of Acosta’s students
shared her experience in his
class, saying, “in forty minutes
I felt more empowered and
educated than I had in all ten
previous years in school.”
These experiences are
exactly what the Salt Lake City
local team wants to bring to
their communities. As visitors
sign up for workshops, presentations and panel discussions the local group prepares
to also showcase their local
activism groups.
Alonso Reyna, a U of U
student and local activist, says,
“we are excited to host this
event here. We will learn a
lot but we will also be able to
showcase the work we do in
our communities.”
Reyna is one of the facilitators for Mestizo Arts and
Activism and also runs the
Educate Blog, which provides
YOUTH PAGE 13
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exploringidentities Refugees and immigrants

Memories of war
Mary’s story of escaping violence and finding a new life in the U.S.
Editors note: This story was transcribed
by a good friend of Mary’s. Mary asked
that we not disclose her last name.

By Mary
Transcribed by Michelle Smith

I

COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTOR

remember the war getting
bad when I was about 13
years old. I lived in the
city in North Sudan. I had
to wrap my hair by covering
it with a scarf to go to school.
Soon after my 13th birthday,
school was postponed because
of the bombing everywhere.
The war got worse and worse,
and when I was 18 years old
I moved to a refugee camp in
Kenya with my husband at
the time. I lived there for two
years until my resettlement in
the United States.
illustration by michelle smith

Life was terrible during
the war. When we arrived at
the refugee camp in Kenya,
there wasn’t anywhere to
sleep. We slept on cardboard.
Later, after registering at the
United Nation’s (UN) office,
they provided us with a card
to buy food, a tent, blankets,
and cooking utensils. We used
wood and rocks to make a fire
to cook our meals. Water was
the hardest thing to come by
because we lived in the desert.
Our garden provided some of
our food like tomatoes, corn,
squash, peas, and okra. Some
of the people around us ate
lamb, goat, turtle, camel, or

rabbit. The UN provided us
with some additional food
and they also taught us how
to make tie die clothing and
to sew.
We stayed in a tent on the
border between Kenya and
Somalia. Sometimes Somalian
refugees came into the camp
terrorizing, killing and stealing from people. Every night
we would worry about them
coming and would stay inside.
In addition to these hardships, I had to deal with
things such as the differences
between the Christian women
and the Muslim women. One
day I wore long shorts that

were down to my knees. The
Muslim women threw rocks
at me and called me names. It
was really scary.
We built a Christian church
while we were at camp. It
was a small building made of
wood and had a grass roof. It
held about 30 people. I sang in
the choir and it helped me get
through those rough times. It
gave the people hope of something better. Everyone would
come to church happy.
Our music instruments
were made out of items from
our surroundings. Our guitarlike instrument was made out
of turtle shells and the string

came from the trees. We used
animal hides from goats or
lambs for our drums. We sang
at our camp fire every night
before we went to bed.
There were a lot of wild
animals around. We could
hear the hyenas howling at
night. The giraffes would roam
around the borders of our
camp’s fences. I was stung by
a scorpion while I was there
and had to go to the clinic for
medical attention.
The UN started conducting interviews for people who
wanted to come to the United
States. I was very happy to
get my interview and glad

that I was chosen to come
here. From the time the UN
started the interviews, medical
checks, and orientation in
Nairobi, it took a little over a
month to come to the United
States.
I’m very grateful that I had
the opportunity to come here.
The hardest thing with the
cultural shock is the language
and not being familiar with
the food. Now that I’ve been
here for 15 years; I love the
culture, food, freedom, and
having good friends. It’s nice
to live in a place where you
don’t have to live in fear.
EMAIL: wvm.editors@gmail.com
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exploringidentities Refugees and immigrants
Volviendo a empezar: Reflecciones honestas de una madre
las consultas fui cayendo en la
cuenta que yo también necesitaba apoyo emocional, me
Mi nombre es Laura. Tengo asignaron un terapista familiar.
De allí el me puso en contacto
tres hijos Dani, Luis y Alan.
con un grupo de apoyo para
Como todos los que tenemos
familias donde todos hablaban
hijos, he tenido mis grandes
español.
luchas para poder educarlos.
En este grupo pude darme
Cuando yo era niña, nos enseñaron a obedecer, con jalones cuenta que yo no era la única
de orejas, nalgadas o castigos. que pasaba por situaciones
difíciles. Aprendí a moderar
Habiendo pasado por un
mis reacciones. A no ser tan
divorcio del papa de mis dos
explosiva con mis hijos, y a
primeros hijos cuando ellos
respirar antes de hablar si
eran muy pequeños pasaestaba demasiado enojada
mos por momentos difíciles.
por lo que hubieran hecho.
Especialmente porque mi hija
Aprendí a tener consecuencias
se revelaba ante la situación y
comenzó a hacerse notorio que en lugar de castigos y que si
necesitaba ayuda. Yo había es- ellos se ponen necios con algo
tado muy deprimida para darle que querían, siempre darles
dos opciones para escoger. Me
importancia. Cuando entró a
di cuenta también que lo que
la escuela me preguntaron si
tenía alguna preocupación con mi mamá me decía siempre,
ella. Yo les comente lo que pa- “hazte su amiga mija, es la
saba y ellos me recomendaron mejor manera de comprenderlos y orientarlos” fue, y aun
llevarla a terapia. Al paso de
Por Laura Rodriguez

COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTOR

es cierto.
Si mis hijos llegaban de la
escuela o alguna fiesta y me
contaban lo que había hecho
aunque me causare coraje,
susto o tristeza, yo no les demostraba nada de lo que sentía
al escucharlos. Por el contrario hacía preguntas y ellos
fueron teniendo cada vez más
confianza conmigo. Aunque
después me desahogaba sola
donde no me vieran. Me costó
mucho trabajo pero creo que
logré muchos avances en
todos los años que participe
de este programa.
Después tuve la suerte de
encontrar un trabajo cuidando
los hijos de una pareja de profesores Latinos de la universidad, con ellos aprendí muchas
cosas. A pesar de que sus hijos
eran muy chiquitos seguíamos una rutina todos los días.
Teníamos actividades fuera y
dentro de la casa. Pero sobre

todo, no se prendía la televisión más que por un ratito
en las mananas. Me di cuenta
como nosotros mismos como
padres les creamos malos
hábitos a nuestros hijos por
el simple deseo de que dejen
de dar lata. La tele es nuestro
“mejor” recurso, y no debe ser
así. Hay más actividades que
ellos pueden hacer mientras
nosotros estamos ocupados.
Estos niños son la prueba de
que a los 8 años de edad los niños pueden leer colecciones de
libros completas y hasta repetirlas para recordar bien las historia. Ellos tienen tarea todos los
días, aun estando de vacaciones.
El tiempo de televisión es de
menos de dos horas al día, y a
veces solo media hora. Estando
en este trabajo tuve la oportunidad de poder participar en las
actividades de la escuela de mis
hijos. En mi trabajo anterior me
daba miedo pedir permiso de

faltar para asistir a los conciertos, presentaciones y cualquier
cosa que hicieran durante el
horario de la escuela. Por eso y
muchas cosas más estoy muy
agradecida con ellos.
Aunque para mis dos primeros hijos todas estas experiencias me llegaron tarde, Dios
me dio la oportunidad de
intentar poner en práctica lo
aprendido. Cuando Dani tenía
quince años y Luis trece, llegó
a nuestras vidas un rayito de
sol llamado, Alan. Con el estoy tratando de hacer las cosas
de mejor manera. El convive
con “mis otros hijos” (los que
cuido) y sigue la misma rutina
que ellos. Dos consejos me
han servido mucho, el de mi
mamá que ya mencione y lo
que la abuelita de Alan me
dijo hace un tiempo...”los niños son vasos vacíos, de lo que
los llenes, de eso se llenan.”

EMAIL: wvm.editors@gmail.com

Starting over: Honest reflections of a Latina mother
was assigned a family therapist.
Later he put me in touch with
a support group for families I
My name is Laura. I have
could communicate with.
three children Dani, Luis and
At these meetings I realized
Alan. Like most people who
that I was not the only one gohave children, I’ve worked
ing through difficult situations.
hard to educate them. When
I learned to temper my reacI was a child, I was taught to
tions. I also learned to be less
obey with ear-pulling, spank- explosive with my children,
ing or punishment.
and breathe before I spoke if I
It was very difficult divorcwas too angry. I realized it was
ing my first husband while my
better to give consequences
children were young, especially rather than punishment if they
for my daughter. It began to be- got a tantrum, and always give
come apparent that we needed
them options to choose from
help and I had been too deinstead. I also realized that
pressed to take action. When I
what my mother always told
went to her school I was asked if me, “Mija, become their friend,
I had any questions. I discussed it’s the best way to understand
my concerns and they recomand guide them” was, and still,
is true.
mended I take her to therapy.
If my kids came from school
After taking her I realized I also
needed emotional support and or a party and told me what
By Laura Rodriguez

COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTOR

their friends or they were up
to, although I might feel anger,
fear or sadness I stayed calm.
I asked more questions to find
out what they felt about the
situation, and by doing this,
they were having more and
more confidence in me. Later,
I vented when there was no
one to see. It was hard work
but I progressed a lot by participating in this program.
I was lucky to find a job
looking after the children of a
Latino college professor couple, with them I learned much
more. While their children
were very young we followed a
daily routine. We had activities outside and inside the
house. We did many things in
one day, but above all, there
was no TV allowed, except for
a little while in the mornings.

I realized that as parents we
often create bad habits for
our children. Sometimes as
a result of wanting them to
calm down or be entertained,
while we do other things, TV
becomes our “best” resource,
but it should not be.
These three boys are proof
that 8 years old can read
complete book collections and
even re-read for the enjoyment of knowing the story
well. These boys have homework every day, even while on
vacation. TV time is less than
two hours a day, and sometimes only half an hour. While
at this job I had the opportunity to participate in school
activities for my children. At
my previous job, I was afraid
of asking for time off to attend
their concerts, presentations

and anything else they did
during school hours. For that,
and many other things, I’m
very grateful to my employers.
Although for my first two
children these experiences
came a little late, God gave me
the opportunity to practice
what I learned. When Dani
and Luis were fifteen and
thirteen, a little ray of sunshine came into our life, Alan.
With him I’m trying to do
things better. I also have “my
other children,” the ones I
watch and he follows the same
routine. Two tips have served
me well, that of my mother
which I mentioned, and what
Alan’s grandmother told me a
while ago, “children are empty
vessels, they will fill up with
whatever you pour into them.”

EMAIL: wvm.editors@gmail.com
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there will be different events
occurring from now through
the spring. The next event
Welcoming Week, a one-week
campaign to promote the
program, is scheduled to take
place from Sept. 15-22.
CU will also be holding the
Multicultural Women’s Health
Conference that week, which
provides information and
health services to refugee and
immigrant women.

Paredes emphasizes that one
important factor in making
the program successful is
not only the participation of
immigrants and community
members, but also of volunteers.
For more information or to
volunteer, contact Diana Paredes at Comunidades Unidas,
801-487-4143, diana@cuutah.
org.

EMAIL: wvm.editors@gmail.com

The West View appreciates the generous
support of our community partner:

Photo by Liliana Martinez

Comunidades Unidas volunteers and staff prepare for a meeting about the Welcoming Utah initiative.

Welcoming Utah campaign
connects communities
By Liliana Martinez
WEST VIEW MEDIA

A new initiative, Welcoming
Utah, which promotes safe environments for new-comers to
the United States has come to
the state. Through the national
collaborative Welcoming
America, Comunidades Unidas (CU), the lead organization for the initiative, is working towards strengthening
relationships with immigrant
communities locally.
CU, is a non-profit organization whose mission is to
eliminate ethnic disparities by
promoting grassroots outreach, education, and capacity
building, as well as advocating
for long-term policy change.
Welcoming America now
has 22 similar organizations
working on these types of
initiatives across the country.
Two of the most successful
affiliates are in Tennessee and
North Carolina.
Welcoming Tennessee has
been able to show thousands
of Tennesseans the story of

immigrants whom they might
not have been able to meet
otherwise. As stated on their
website, www.welcomingtn.
org, “they have dispelled many
myths about immigrants and
immigration; something CU
wishes to do locally.”
Welcoming Utah seemed
like a “good complimentary initiative to adopt to
promote CUs mission,” said
Diana Paredes coordinator of
Welcoming Utah. Not only is
the initiative complimentary,
it also allows for all individuals to be involved and get to
know immigrants as well as
refugees.
Paredes hopes that this project will be a bridge between
community members and
immigrants to get to know
each other and learn that they
have “shared values such as
family and religious values as
opposed to political views,”
which sometimes leads people
away from each other.
The project has begun by
promoting discussion among
community members and im-

migrants through Facebook.
These discussions take place
every two weeks and people
are invited to share experiences about feeling like an immigrant, whether it is a family
member or themselves living
in another country.
As valuable as this is,
Paredes still aims to get more
participants, while working
on ways to be more inclusive
of those who may not have
access to Facebook.
CU is working closely with
University of Utah professors
who are taking the “idea of integration and promoting value
sharing between incoming
and receiving communities at
the school level to get to know
one another’s backgrounds
and educational challenges,”
said Paredes. They are doing
this at a local school on the
west side of Salt Lake City. By
working with professors, it
allows for the program to not
only be centered online, but
also within the community
itself.
In addition to discussion,

Dual Immersion Academy (DIA) is a unique Spanish/English
immersion school located in Salt Lake City, UT. As a public
charter school, admission is completely free. DIA prides itself in its
international staff of qualified and experienced teachers from Spain,
Mexico, Peru, Uruguay, Costa Rica, Puerto Rico, Brazil, and, of
course, the United States. DIA's class sizes are much smaller than
district schools (an average of 25 students per class) allowing
teachers to focus more on individual students and their needs.
Availability is limited.

Dual Immersion Academy
1155 South Glendale Dr.
Salt Lake City, Utah 84104
(801) 972-1425
info@diacharter.org • www.diachater.org
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Hartland Apartments near 1700
So. Redwood Rd. The 300unit apartment complex was
a primary resettlement site for
new arriving populations, and
classes were offered through
University Neighborhood
Partners (UNP) to refugees and
immigrants from all over the
world in a donated 3-bedroom
apartment.
UNP was formed in 2001
under a “west side initiative” of
then University of Utah President Bernie Machen, with the
intention of creating pathways
to higher education for more
west side residents living in the
84104 and 84116 zip code areas.
During the initial development of UNP, founding director
Irene Fisher spent over a month
talking with west side community leaders, residents and
business owners. She heard the
recurring message that many
people want to go to college, but
they just don’t have the means
to do so.
They realized that if UNP
really wanted to change who
is going to college, they would
have to address the barriers that
many west side residents face,
such as language, health, housing, and employment barriers,
etc., in addition to working
within west side schools to
promote academic success.
“UNP staff was faced with
an overwhelming task and we
asked ourselves, ‘How do we
begin to impact all those areas’,”
said Rosey Hunter, who took
over as Executive Director in
2006.
As UNP began focusing more
on what they call Community Capacity Building, they
approached the owner of the
Hartland Apartments, Peter
Cooke, to find a way to address
barriers to higher education for
the tenants living there.
Cooke donated the 3-bedroom apartment for UNP’s use
and later, UNP began renting
another 2-bedroom apartment
that housed youth education
classes for 40 to 45 youth each
night.

www.westviewmedia.org	

UNP/Hartland Center’s model is to link U of
U departments with local
community organizations,
while seeking input from
Hartland residents. “Instead
of duplicating services, UNP
invests resources into existing
community programs to build
the capacity of these organizations,” said Hunter. For
example, students from the
Linguistics Dept. partnered
with the English Skills Learning Center to teach English
classes for adults.
All was well until 2008, when
the building was sold to an out
of town investor who wanted to
attract a different demographic.
They changed the name of the
apartment complex to “Seasons
at Pebble Creek.”
According to Hunter, the
rents increased significantly
overnight, some by two hundred dollars. They evicted some
tenants and chose not to renew
existing tenants’ leases. Many
families, struggling to survive,
were forced to move.
In response, U of U social
work students researched the
federal Section 8 Rental Assistance programs and they
partnered with Salt Lake Community Action Program to help
displaced families find affordable housing.
UNP also elicited the help of
the financial community, and
Scott Anderson of Zions Bank
responded by rallying other
financial institutions to see how
they could help.
Although they couldn’t stop
the relocation of many of the
Hartland families, financial
institutions such as Zions Bank,
American Express and UBS
have all been very supportive of
the UNP/Hartland Center and
are more aware of the challenges that new arriving communities face.
Today, despite the intentions of the new management,
the demographics have not
changed much at Seasons at
Pebble Creek. Even though the
apartment complex is no longer
a primary resettlement location,
tenants are still about fifty percent refugees and fifty percent
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attending college first at SLCC
and then he transferred to the
University of Utah in 2010.
Abdi says he was inspired to
change his major from Engineering to Social Work, because
of the people he was surrounded by at Hartland. He was
especially influenced by UNP
Director Rosey Hunter and
Professor Trinh Mai, “because I
saw how committed they were
to helping people.”
Abdi had not been very seriPhoto by charlotte fife-jepperson ous about college up until that
Abdi Mohamed and Rosey Hunter in front of the new Hartland center. time. He had taken a few classes
here and there, but much like
Latino immigrants, hungering
in Salt Lake City at the Hartland other U.S.-born students, he
for skills and knowledge that
was mostly going because his
Apartments.
will help them succeed in their
mother and father were presIn October 2005, Abdi went
new home.
suring him to go to college.
with his father (who was visitAfter a large capital camIt wasn’t until he began to
ing from Somalia) to a meeting
paign, UNP was able to
organized by University Neigh- observe that the UNP staff
purchase the old Utah Food
around him all had college deborhood Partners (UNP). The
Association building right next meeting was held to educate
grees or were working towards
to the apartment complex at on people about Somali culture,
their Masters degrees, that he
1578 W. 1700 So.
and Abdi was there to translate got serious. “I realized how imThe new building has much
portant a college education is,”
for his father.
more breathing room with
says Abdi. He is slated to receive
At the end of the meeting,
10,000 square feet instead of
his Bachelor’s Degree of Social
Abdi asked the Hartland Partless than 1,900 square feet of the nership Manager, Kim Schmidt, Work in December.
former site in the two apart“I feel like if it weren’t for the
if they had any programs for
ments. The lead donors, among youth. At the time, the UNP/
UNP/Hartland Partnership
others – Goldman Sachs,
center, I wouldn’t have finished
Hartland Partnership Center
Zions Bank, The U of U and
college,” said Abdi. “It has
was only offering classes for
the George and Dolores Eccles
opened doors for me and has
adults. This inquiry launched
Foundation – have generously
more youth programming and given me leadership skills. Now
pitched in almost $800,000, but led him on a path of leaderpeople see me as a leader.”
UNP is short by $130,000 to get ship development and higher
Abdi’s plans for the future
their new building up to state
include applying for a Master
education.
code.
of Social and a Master of Public
Abdi became captain of the
In the meantime, until conHealth so that he can create
Somali Soccer team, and later
struction updates are complete, began coaching a youth soccer an organization that will help
UNP is operating at a reduced
youth in Somalia. Someday, he
team with Utah Federation for
capacity.
Youth mentor, Demba Boundy, would like to go back there with
his family, a wife and two infant
who worked with youth at the
children. “Right now, it’s way,
Hartland Partnership Center.
Meet Abdi Mohamed
Soon, Abdi started volunteer- way too dangerous for me to
move my family there, “ he said.
ing as a translator at the center
When people walk through
For now, he will continue to
through the Americorps VISTA
the doors of the new UNP/
help the people in his commuHartland Partnership Center in program, which gave him a
Glendale, one of the first people small stipend and partial schol- nity in the new UNP/Hartland
arship for college. He had been building, and he is hopeful for
they meet is Abdulkhaliq H.
taking classes here and there at the future of the center. “We
Mohamed, or Abdi as he is
the Salt Lake Community Col- will now be able to attract and
called. Abdi, age 27, is the new
serve more people. This is our
lege (SLCC).
UNP/Hartland Partnership
space. We don’t have to worry
In 2007, Abdi became an
Center Manager, but it wasn’t
about someone telling us we
assistant coordinator of the
always so.
have to move out, “ he said.
Hartland Center, which was a
Abdi, a Somali native, came
To learn more about the UNP/
to the U.S. in 1997 at the age of part-time paid position, and
Hartland Partnership Center,
then in two years he moved
twelve as a refugee. He and a
please visit www.partners.utah.
up to coordinator, which was
younger brother moved to Salt
edu or call UNP at 801-972three-quarter time with benLake City, Utah in 2003 to join
1058.
their mother who was resettled efits. And all the while, he was
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The West View appreciates the generous
support of our community partner:

Aging Services

Sunday Anderson Westside Senior Center
868 S. 900 W. SLC UT 84104
(385) 468-3155
aging.slco.org

Helping you navigate the transitions of aging

The West View appreciates the generous
support of our community partner:

Photo by Charlotte Fife-Jepperson

Gina Zivkovic trims sunflowers at the Urban Growth Community Garden near her home in Fairpark.

Citations threaten community garden
By Misty Brown
WEST VIEW MEDIA

You can hear the rush of
traffic passing on the intersection of 900 W. and 300 N.
From the shelter of vegetation, the noise is muffled, the
vehicles are blurs moving
beyond the edge of towering
sunflowers. Nestled below a
large billboard, on what once
was a weed and trash-filled
lot, you can find the Urban
Growth Community Garden
(UGCG).
UGCG is the brainchild

of Fairpark resident Gina
Zivkovic. Since 2004, with
the permission of the owners,
Reagan National Advertising,
she has cultivated the empty
lot adjacent to her home.
Zivkovic says she did not
plan on the battle ahead.
Over the years, Salt Lake City
has issued several citations
regarding the size, type, and/
or location of plants and
shrubs at UGCG. Each citation causes follow-up inspections with zoning officers.
Each time, Gina and a force
of volunteers has worked

hard to meet the city’s demands and avoid costly fines.
Local elected officials like
Mayor Ralph Becker praise
Gina’s efforts, “We applaud
the efforts of Gina Zivkovic
and her work as operator of
the Urban Growth Community Garden. The garden
is certainly a wonderful asset
for her west side community.”
Nevertheless, the most
recent citation caused quite
a stir. Zivkovic found it days
after it was taped to one of
GARDEN PAGE 14

Archi’s Burgers
Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
935 West North Temple
Salt Lake City Utah, 84116
(801) 532-2223

The west view

www.westviewmedia.org	

COMPLEX

continued from PAGE 1

ber 2010, and there was a
groundbreaking ceremony
two months later for the
$22.8 million first phase of
the Salt Lake Regional Athletic Complex. City officials
planned to use the bond and
a $7.5 million gift from Real
Salt Lake to fund construction of 15 competition-

quality soccer fields and one
championship field.
But the project’s detractors
organized to form the Jordan
River Restoration Network
to fight the sports complex
development and restore the
land it’s planned to be built
on to natural open space. The
conservation group worries
that the development would
damage one of the last large,
publicly-owned open spaces

MARKET
•
•
•

Handmade products
No preservatives
No additives

Monday - Friday: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Closed Sunday
Pick up food for small, medium and
large parties. We cater too!

Rico Market
545 West 700 South
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101
(801) 433-9923
www.ricobrand.com • www.fridabistro.com

on the Jordan River corridor.
“It’s an opportunity to
restore and preserve a critical
wildlife habitat, and that was
part of the plan for years,” said
Jordan River Restoration Network member Jeff Salt. “But
the city ignored those plans
to benefit special interests,
ignoring the greater need of
the community.”
The group and the city
disagree on how much of the
160 acres of land along the
river for the development was
quality wetlands, and whether
the city violated federal codes
or its existing master plans
and blueprints for the site in
choosing to build a soccer
complex there.
There’s also sentiment on
the side of the group that
soccer lobbyists and Real Salt
Lake got the city to build this
complex for them because a
similar complex in West Jordan did not meet expectation,
said Salt. But Rick Graham,
director of public services for
the city, said that the private
donation from the professional soccer team came with

no quid pro quo.
So to settle their differences
before a judge, the Jordan
River Restoration Network
filed several lawsuits against
Salt Lake City Corporation,
which also tied up the city’s
ability to move forward with
the soccer complex development. The conservation group
has four lawsuits against the
city related to the project, and
one against the U.S. Corps of
Engineers.
Of the lawsuits, which
pertain to public records,
re-zones and master plan
amendments, the one tied up
in the high court is one challenging the voter-approved
$15.3 million bond. In that
case, the group contends
that the soccer complex the
city plans to build is different from the one people
voted on in 2003. Among its
arguments, the group points
out in a complaint that the
proposed site for the complex
was identified several times
in the Blueprint Jordan River
as land to be preserved as
natural open space.
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Because of the threat of
litigation of these lawsuits,
the city would not be able to
sell the $15.3 million in bonds
required to build the soccer
complex. So in January 2011,
city attorneys countered this
by asking a Third District
Court judge to validate the
bond, which would allow the
gears to keep turning. The city
accomplished this through the
Utah’s Bond Validation Act,
which allows a taxing entity
like the city to sue its taxpayers in order to validate an
approved bond.
But Karthik Nadesan, the attorney representing the group
in the supreme court appeal,
argues the city’s residents were
not given adequate notice
of the validation process. So
in November 2011, critics
asked the supreme court to
invalidate the bond because
in their view, the city did not
give proper notice of its intent
to issue bonds or notice about
a public hearing about the
bond.
After that hearing on the
case, the Utah supreme court
justices still have yet to decide
who is right.
“The thought is that they
must be tied up in some sort
of split” on what ruling to
come down with or how the
ruling might affect policy,
Nadesan said.
Until the supreme court
makes a decision, the handful of other litigations related
to the soccer complex are
essentially stuck in “stand by”
mode. Not only that, but the
city is unable to make any
progress with the complex
until that case is resolved, said
Art Raymond, deputy director
of communications for Salt
Lake City.
In the end, Salt would
rather see a nature center on
those 160 acres where the
city’s children can learn about
the river and see its natural
wildlife for themselves. He
believes the importance of
that educational opportunity
outweighs the desire for more
soccer fields.

EMAIL: wvm.editors@gmail.com
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What are the most important issues facing west side students?
schoolboard

Heather Bennett

Michael Clara

Billy Palmer

Tiffany Sandberg

Amanda Thorderson

Alama Uluave

Because achievement gaps
persist, we need to continue
our priority funding for
programs targeted to help
at-risk students. Funding cuts
for after-school programs,
secondary student supports,
and adult education also
disproportionately affect
west-side communities.
Please support candidates
who understand and will
fight for public school
funding — especially for
early interventions proven to
promote academic success.

I believe that the most
important issue facing our
students is the widening
achievement gap. One of
my mentors, John Florez
says it best, “The education
governance structure is
outdated, inefficient, lacks
accountability and creates
inertia and needless conflict...
that requires a structural
solution…until we have elected
leaders who have the ability
to articulate…what our public
education ought to be...it will
continue to flounder.”

The most important issue
facing west side students is
the achievement gap. Many
of the challenges can’t just be
solved with smaller class sizes
or more money. We need to
have better communication
between parents, teachers
and administrators and our
school board. Programs that
work well with a diverse, at-risk
student population such as
ours can help, but it will take
some serious conversation
and a willingness on the part
of all involved to close the gap.

Parents need to do their best
to be involved in the schools
so that they know what’s
going on to be able to voice
concerns to those who can
take action. The school board
needs to do their best to
insure that our students have
the tools they need to get
the best education possible.
I feel that means insuring
that our schools have proper
amounts of staff and don’t
forget that reading, writing
and arithmetic are very
important.

Because we have more at-risk
students…test scores are
generally lower on the west
side, in spite of amazing and
dedicated teachers. I believe
Title 1 schools…should have
the best and strongest teachers
and administrators. Parent
involvement in our west-side
schools needs to be supported.
Being flexible with meeting
times and schedules, expanding
opportunities...to volunteer
in our schools, and ensuring
adequate translator availability
will help in that effort.

It is my estimate that
only 10% of high
school graduating
seniors (from the
west side) are college
ready, not to mention
career readiness. The
achievement gap may
seem to be closing, but
the number of students
who are enrolled in
college each year
remains very low. And
too often students drop
out of college after the
first semester.

Fill out this form, cut it out, and mail it to the address below to become a registered voter!
Qualifications: If you check “no” in response to either of these questions do not complete this form

Reason(s) for completing this form (optional)

calificaciones: si usted marca “no” como respuesta a cualquiera de estas preguntas no responda este formulario

Are you a citizen of the United States?

Yes

¿es usted ciudadano de los estados unidos?

si

¿tendrá usted al menos 18 años de edad al momento o antes del día de elecciones?

First Name

apellido

New Registration

no

Will you be at least 18 years of age on or before Election Day?
Last Name

razone(s) para completar este formulario

No
Yes
si

No
no

cambio de afiliación de partido

Address Change

Name Change

cambio de dirección

cambio de nombre

Middle Name

nombre

segundo nombre

Place of Birth (required, state or country)

Name at Birth (if different from above)

nombre de nacimiento (en caso a ser diferente del escrito arriba)

Physical Address (required, principal place of residence, no P.O. Box)
dirección física (requerida, lugar principal de residencia, no p.o. box)

Mailing Address (if P.O. Box or different from above)
dirección postal (si es p.o. box o distinta a la de arriba)

Phone Number (optional)
número de teléfono (opcional)

Date of Birth (required, month/day/year)
fecha de nacimiento (requerido mes/día/año)

lugar de nacimiento (requerido, estado o país)

County

City

State

County

City

State

Zip Code

condado

ciudad

estado

código postal

condado

lugar de naturalización (si se aplica)

Date of Naturalization
fecha de naturalización

ciudad

Political Party (optional)
partido político (opcional)

Democratic
demócrata

Place of Naturalization (if applicable)

Unaffiliated
sin afiliación

Green
verde

Justice

justicia

Last Four Digits of Social Security Number (if driver license number not provided)

cuatro últimos dígitos de su número de seguro social (si el número de licencia de conducir no es proveído)

If previously registered and/or changing personal information, also fill out this section
si se ha registrado previamente y/o este cambiando información personal, también llene esta sección

Name on Previous Registration
nombre de la registración anterior

Address on Previous Registration (if known)
dirección de la registración anterior (si es conocida)

In accordance with section 20A-2-401, the penalty for willfully causing, procuring, or allowing yourself to be registered to vote
if you know you are not entitled to vote is up to one year in jail and a fine of up to $2,500.
de acuerdo con la sección 20a-2-401, la penalidad de causar, procurar, o permitir deliberadamente a usted mismo a que sea registrado para
votar sabiendo que usted no tiene derecho para votar es de hasta un año en prisión y una multa de hasta $ 2,500 dólares.

Americans Elect

americanos eligen

Libertarian

Zip Code

código postal

Constitution
constitución

Republican
republicano

libertario

¿le gustaría recibir su cartilla de votación por correo de manera permanente? (lea la declaración abajo)
materiales de votación en español

número de licencia de conducir de utah o número de la tarjeta de identificación del estado

estado

Would you like to receive your ballot by mail on an on-going basis? (read declaration below)
marque aquí si le gustaría recibir los

Utah Driver License Number or State Identification Card Number

Party Affiliation Change

nuevo registro

Read and Sign Below

Voter Declaration: I do swear (or affirm), subject to
penalty of law for false statements, that the information
contained in this form is true and that I am a citizen of the
United States and a resident of the State of Utah, residing
at the above address. I will be at least 18 years old on or
before the next election and I will have resided in Utah for
30 days immediately before the next election. I am not
a convicted felon currently incarcerated for commission
of a felony.
Citizenship Affidavit: I hereby swear and affirm, under
penalties for voting fraud set forth below in Utah Code
Section 20A-2-401, that I am a citizen and that to the best
of my knowledge and belief the information above is true
and correct.
Vote By Mail (only if requested): I am a qualified
elector, residing at the address above and I am applying
for an official absentee ballot to be sent to me and voted
by me at each election in which I am eligible to vote.

X
Signature (required)
firma (requerida)

Yes
si

No
no

Lea y Firme Abajo

Declaración de Votante: Yo juro (o afirmo), sujeto a
penalidades de las leyes por declaraciones falsas, que la
información contenida en este formulario es verdadera y
que yo soy ciudadano de los Estados Unidos y residente del
Estado de Utah, residiendo en la dirección arriba señalada.
Yo tendré al menos 18 años de edad el mismo día o antes
de la próxima elección y que habré residido en Utah por 30
días inmediatamente antes de la próxima elección. Yo no
soy un criminal convicto por un delito grave actualmente
encarcelado por haber cometido un crimen grave.
Declaración Jurada de Ciudadanía: En el presente juro
y afirmo, bajo penalidades por fraude electoral descritas
bajo el Código de Utah Sección 20A -2-401, que soy un
ciudadano y que es de acuerdo al mejor de mi conocimiento
y creencia la información arriba es verdadera y correcta.
Voto por correspondencia (sólo si es requerida): Soy un
elector calificado, residiendo en la dirección arriba descrita y
estoy aplicando para el voto oficial de persona ausente para
que sea enviado a mí y votado por mí en cada elección en la
cual yo sea elegible para votar.

Date (month/day/year)
fecha (mes/día/año)

Mail to: Sherrie Swensen, Salt Lake County Clerk, Elections Division, PO Box 144575, 2001 S State Street, S1100, Salt Lake City UT 84114-4575
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Register to vote online or by mail
By Naomi Franklin
WEST VIEW MEDIA

Your big opportunity to
be part of our democracy is
coming up again: Election
Day, Nov. 6. Please consider
all candidates as individuals,
according to your own tastes
and opinions.

But first, to receive a ballot
by mail, or to vote at your
polling place on Nov. 6, you
must be registered. It’s best to
register before Oct. 6 to be able
to vote early by mail.
Easiest registration is
online at www.clerk.SLCO.
org, then go to “Online Voter
Registration.”

The West View appreciates the generous
support of our community partner:

Please note the convenient
opportunity to check “Yes”
for “vote by mail”. This
option will have you receive
and return your vote ballot
by mail, allowing thoughtful, relaxed choices to be
made in the period before
election day.
Once you are registered,

you will receive by mail a
Voter Registration Card
that tells your Voting (Polling) location, and access to
candidate information. Bring
identification with you to the
polling place.
Utah voting information is
available at vote.utah.gov.

EMAIL: wvm.editors@gmail.com

The West View appreciates the generous
support of our community partner:

NeighborWorks® Salt Lake is a one-stop
shop for all of your housing needs.
We can help you BUY a
home, KEEP your home,
or FIX your home.

NeighborWorks Salt Lake
622 West 500 North
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116
(801) 539-1590
www.nwsaltlake.org

Red Iguana
736 West North Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116
(801) 322-1489
www.rediguana.com
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YOUTH

continued from PAGE 3

educational resources for
undocumented students.
Ashley Edgette, facilitator for the FMFP National
Committee and also a U of U
student says, “I am excited to
share struggles and hear about
everybody’s organizing.”
Edgette is building up the
neighborhood garden she cofacilitates at Jackson Elementary School located in the Fair
Park area of Salt Lake City.
Here students, parents and
volunteers nurture community
through gardening. She plans
to present on her work and
experience.
Local high school students
aren’t far behind as their
enthusiasm resounds. Chelsey
and Sheila who both attend
Kearns High School and are
participants of the Face Movement organization, encourage
people to come out to Salt Lake
City. “We hear that everyone
really liked the workshop
our mentors presented at the
Houston conference, the workshops here will be just as great.”
The FMFP conference has
a history in Salt Lake City as
local professors and teachers,
such as Caitlin Cahill, David
Quijada and the late Matthew
W. Bradley, have encouraged
and provided the means for
many students to attend these
conferences nationally.
According to Cahill, in 2007
a handful of students attended
the first conference in Chicago. Two years after that, in
the summer of 2009, a group
of 50 or more students, educators and activists raised funds
to rent a charter bus that took
them to the Houston conference and back.
Many of these students have
become mentors, teachers,
professors and professionals
and they are bringing the conference home to their students,
families and communities.
“The support and enthusiasm
is now in working to make the
conference in Salt Lake City,
Utah, a success,” says Giron.

EMAIL: wvm.editors@gmail.com
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Carolyn
Hoskins, Orlen
Owen, Gordan
Storrs and
several other
community
members at a
farewell barbecue honoring
neighbor Edie
Trimmer.

Young girl
sits on police
officer’s
motorcycle
at the Poplar
Grove Community’s Night Out
Against Crime,
where police
officers interacted with the
community, on
August 6.

Photo courtesy
Joann Wong

Photo by
Khoa Phan

CELEBRATING
NEIGHBORHOODS

Kismet Belly Dancers perform at the People’s Market, a Sunday artisans and farmers market, at Jordan Park on August 19.
Rose Park residents, Paulette
Gasparac and
Sandra Bastida, exchange
veggies and
herbs from
their gardens
at the Rose
Park Revival’s
Crop Swap on
August 16.
Photo by
Charlotte FifeJepperson

Photo by Flor Olivo

Mountain View
students poses
for photograph
after replanting
flowers stolen
from The Glendale Circle community garden.
Photo courtesy
mr. Green,
Colors of
Success
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DEFERRED

one semester off each school
year to save up to pay for
1. Estar bajo la edad de 31 años a partir del 15 de junio de 2012;
the next semester. He has
2. Haber llegado a los Estados Unidos antes de cumplir 16 años;
not given up on finishing his
3. Haber residido continuamente en los Estados Unidos desde junio
degree. “To me, it means that I
15, 2007, hasta la actualidad;
can now have more work and
4. Haber estado físicamente presente en los Estados Unidos el 15
de junio de 2012, y en el momento de presentar la solicitud para la
finish school, which is probacción diferida con USCIS;
ably what I’m most excited
5. Haber entrado sin inspección antes de junio 15 de 2012, o que el
about,” he said.
estado de inmigración legal se haya expirado antes del 15 de junio de
Alvarez says he strongly
2012;
believes “that the vast majority
6. Estár actualmente en la escuela, estar graduado u obtenido un
certificado de finalización de la escuela secundaria, haber obtenido un
of undocumented immigrants
desarrollo de educación general (GED), o ser un veterano retirado con
should be able to enjoy similar
honores de la Guardia Costera o las Fuerzas Armadas de los Estados
treatment, for they are not the
Unidos, y
cause of a broken system. The
7. No haber sido condenado por un delito grave, delito menor
broken system of the U.S. has
significativa, tres o más delitos menores de otra clase, y de ninguna
otra manera representan una amenaza para la seguridad nacional o
been caused by bad, outdated
la seguridad pública.
law, not by bad people.”
(Info: http://www.uscis.gov/childhoodarrivals)
As noted by the U.S. CitizenFor the Spanish translation of this story see page 18.
ship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) this is not a process
that provides a pathway to
applicants will be granted
DaSilva, a Brazilian native
citizenship. It is important
and currently undocumented “legal presence” in the U.S.
and will receive work authori- that those who apply are fully
University of Utah student.
aware of the potential risks and
zation in the country.
A little over two months
Obtaining DACA can poten- benefits of applying.
later, the application forms
Organizations such as
tially lead to greater job and cafor DACA were released and
reer opportunities for currently the American Immigration
can now be found at the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration undocumented individuals, or Lawyers Association of Utah
(AILA) and the American
Services website, http://www. can serve as a tool to further
Civil Liberties Union of Utah
the applicant’s education.
uscis.gov/childhoodarrivals.
(ACLU) have warned that
Da Silva has been taking
If accepted under DACA,
Requisitos para aplicar:

continued from PAGE 1

He also presented his
administration’s decision to
create a work authorization
program for qualifying undocumented residents, better
known as: Consideration of
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).
According to immigration attorney, Mark Alvarez,
“DACA is a good program
that provides a just and humane temporary solution for
those who qualify.”
Although it is important
to clarify that the DACA is
not the DREAM Act, some
say it is a step in the right
direction. The announcement
itself had mixed reactions and
emotions. For many it will be
life-altering.
“When I first heard the
news I was a little skeptical,
but once I saw the speech by
the president, I became really
happy and emotional. When
my mom called to ask if it was
true, I cried,” shared Gustavo

lawyers and paralegals in our
communities may take advantage of individuals seeking to
apply for relief programs like
DACA. Charging fees ranging
from $150 to $5,000, these
corporations claim to offer
services to help applicants
fill out forms, are helping individuals file without any commitment to assist them with
follow-up legal support, and
in some cases are even providing wrong information.
Using dishonest personal
information and/or fraudulent
documentation of any possible
criminal records to file for
DACA can prove to be damaging to the applicant. This
may ruin his or her chances of
staying in the U.S.
Filing for DACA is not an
easy thing to do.
The ACLU has workshops
planned for the next couple
of months where individuals
can ask questions and be given
more information. Times and
locations can be found on their
website at http://acluutah.org
EMAIL: wvm.editors@gmail.com

The West View appreciates the generous support of our community partner:

University Neighborhood Partners
1060 South 900 West • Salt Lake City, Utah 84104

(801) 972-3596
www.partners.utah.edu
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Bringing together University and west side resources for reciprocal
learning, action, and benefit... a community coming together.
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communityeditorials
JordanRiver

Critters and birds

Submit your letters and editorials to wvm.editors@gmail.com. All submission are
property of West View Media upon submission and may be edited for publication.

Moving West
For me moving
west healed
old wounds;
it slowed my
world down.
Misty Brown

might as well have been
sheets blowing in the wind. It
was the ground we came for.
The realtor shifting uneasy
remember the feeling
crossing from the east side on his feet, “Are you sure
you want something this far
to the west side. It was
west?”
uncomfortable, strange but
The honest answer was
also alluring; like accidentally
stepping into the kitchen while “no” but we wanted the space.
We wanted the freedom we
trying to find a bathroom in
didn’t have where we were liva busy diner. My partner and
ing crammed together in little
I are Sugar House refugees;
house, after little house.
transplants from the east side
Our youngest child, not yet
of Salt Lake City, looking for
three looked at the realtor
a better life for us and our
as he frantically shuffled his
kids. And finding it in what
papers, desperate to find us
once had seemed like a very
a suitable property to see.
unlikely place, Glendale.
“This is my house,” she exI remember the first drive
claimed, “you found it!” And
heading west down 1700
he had. No matter how hard
South. It was like riding a
he tried to talk us out of it
water slide.
we had found what we were
Leaving behind our
looking for.
narrow but busy streets of
We closed on the house and
lower Sugar House, past the
moved in the weekend before
community college, over the
Halloween. That was a little
tracks where the trains hum
over five years ago. The whiteand growl, driving between
wash is chipping and the roof
the shadows of the buildings
of steel then popping out into is in need of repair, but life on
the sunlight, crash landing on the west side is thriving.
We are raising our four kids
the soft valley floor.
here, the sweet green smell of
The house was a realtor’s
the river drifting in and out,
worst nightmare, rooms
lulled to sleep by the trains
crammed with junk, windows covered by heavy floral singing in the night. Here
they are bathed in diversity
curtains, animal heads on
the walls, tiny bathrooms, no and community.
The garden out back
closets to speak of, and the
produces more than enough
ugliest kitchen I have ever
produce to support our famseen. But none of that matily. The chickens keep us well
tered to us.
stocked with eggs, and the
The whitewashed, cinder
back fence line still seems to
block walls of the house
WEST VIEW MEDIA

Photo by dan potts

The Great Basin Spadefoot Toad, Spea intermontana

Toads were once abundant in SLC
Their large eyes adapted
them well for their normal
activity time at night.
I later found that these
amazing toads could virtually
hibernate to avoid the heat and
dryness of our Great Basin desert environment not only for a
day, but maybe even a year (or
two) waiting for better times.
Dan Potts
They could emerge from
COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTOR
their sleep immediately after a
large, rare cloud burst to feed
saw my first Spadefoot
and breed over an extremely
toad in a livestock watershort time period.
ing trough near the Jordan
Their tadpoles (that I used to
River when I was only 13
call pollywogs) matured into
years old.
hopping baby toads in only a
I was already very familiar
couple of weeks, instead of the
with many of the other ammuch longer time required by
phibians and reptiles of Utah.
other amphibians.
Like other little boys I had
Spadefoots, once very
captured toads and snakes,
common along the Jordan
taken them home, and tried
River Corridor, are now largely
to keep them in captivity as
absent mostly because they are
pets to the consternation of my run over by cars at night.
mom.
There are plans to promote
Many of these critters were
the reintroduction of this cute
very common then, although
little native right here in our
few of them made good pets.
own neighborhood.
Spadefoot toads, with their
If you want to be a part of
this effort, call 801-596-1536.
little “shovels” on their heels,
were no exception. At times,
Dan Potts is a Poplar Grove
they quickly back-dug into the
resident, local naturalist and
terrarium soil to completely dis- President of Salt Lake County
appear during daylight hours.
Fish and Game Association.

I

I

stretch amazingly far through
yellow blowing grasses.
For me, moving west
healed old wounds; it slowed
my world down, giving me
peace I haven’t had since
my own childhood running
free down the posh streets of
Harvard-Yale.
I am still running. You
might see me out on the
Jordan River Trail flanked by
the dogs.
With each footfall I follow
the river south or north as
it winds through neighborhoods, industry, wetlands,
parks, and the bedrooms of
the homeless. I am in love
with this place from the
people to the creaky basement stairs of the Chapman
library, to the parks, the community gardens, the recreation centers, the food coop,
the People’s Market, and the
potential.
I never try to convince
others of why we chose to
move our family here. I don’t
have to.
Once they sit in our yard
they feel it too. Sometimes on
a returning drive I skip the
freeway and take the long slow
route down 1700 South just to
get the feeling again, the feeling of truly coming home.
Farm boots and flip-flops
line the front door. My kids
don’t fear diversity of culture
or color or dress. They know
language barriers are easily
broken by actions. They know
poverty and charity exists 365
days a year. They know how
to approach a horse, plant a
tree, dig a thistle, and how to
burry a dog.
We could never go back.
Misty Brown is a Glendale
resident and mother of
four. She blogs and gardens
regularly.
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Submit your letters and editorials to wvm.editors@gmail.com. All submission are
property of West View Media upon submission and may be edited for publication.

Opportunity Knocks
of 900 South to provide better
natural filtration of muddy
storm water from city streets.
The proposed restoration
area, encompassing a river
bend called the “Ninth South
Oxbow”, lies adjacent to and is
surrounded by an existing city
parks complex of over 50 acres.
With so much park land, do we
Ray Wheeler
need more? Some members
COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTOR
of the Glendale Community
Council have advocated for
hanks to the vision and
housing, a public facility, or a
leadership of Salt Lake
shopping center to be built on
City’s new Parks and
the Oxbow site.
Public Lands director, Emy
Those who advocate for
Maloutas, a 7-acre block of
maximum commercial develCity-owned land on the west
opment of our last remaining
bank of the Jordan River at 900 urban open spaces automatiSouth may soon be the site of
cally equate such development
a new native plant and stream
with wealth and prosperity. But
bank restoration project. The
in our nature-starved modern
project, funded with $383,000
world, preservation of wildlife
from a Chevron oil spill damage habitat can offer still greater
mitigation fund, will remove
economic benefits to the host
non-native vegetation, replacing communities . As of the last
it with native grasses, wildflow- census in 2006, total annual
ers, shrubs and trees. It will
revenues to Utah businesses
re-grade parts of the stream
from wildlife-related recreation
bank to improve natural stream (fishing, hunting, and wildlife
watching), were $1.3 billion—a
function, cap and/or remove
toxic fill from a former rail line sum dwarfing that of most other sectors of the Utah economy.
crossing the property, and will
upgrade a small area of wetOver 1 million people enjoy
lands at the western terminus
wildlife-related recreation in
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Utah annually, with nearly half
of them traveling here from out
of state, thus greatly stimulating
our economy.
Throughout the past 50 years
numerous studies by Universities, government agencies and
land trust organizations have
shown that preservation of
open space, especially natural
open space, increases property
values for nearby land owners
by about 20%, on average.
More importantly, green
ways, park lands and protected
natural areas serve as magnets
for business owners, particularly those of high-tech firms
that might locate anywhere in
the country or the world.
Along the Jordan River in
Salt Lake Valley—as throughout most of the world’s rapidly
expanding urban areas--wildlife habitat has been all but
obliterated. Native grasses,
shrubs and trees are scarce. In
most places less than 10 percent of the trees along the river
banks are native. The Siberian
elm and Russian olive trees
which dominate the riverbanks
are not even native to our continent. Dense thickets of spiky
Russian thistle occupy the
thin strip of land between the

river and the Jordan Parkway
bike trail. Non-native plants
and animals, separated from
the biological predators with
which they co-evolved, can
easily out-compete the native
plants which are the traditional
and favored food sources of
native animals.
No less than any cultural
or ethnic group, Utah’s native
plant and animal communities are a vital part of our
regional history and national
heritage and a natural asset of
great value. The Jordan River
flows directly along the axis of
a transcontinental migratory
bird flyway. Between Utah
Lake and the Great Salt Lake
great sky-streams of avian life
flow continuously, in spring
and fall migrations, across the
center of our vast metropolitan
area. For these still large but
steadily dwindling remnants of
wild America, every remaining scrap of natural habitat is
crucial to future survival.
Our few remaining fragments of undeveloped land are
equally valuable to ourselves
and our children. Our kids
deserve more than a world
consisting entirely of parking
lots, condo blocks, factories,

The Jordan River passes by a
plot of land south of 900 South,
where neighbors hope to restore
wildlife habitat with native plants,
shrubs and wetland features.
Photo by ray wheeler

used car lots, shopping centers
and office buildings. They
deserve direct local access to
nature: opportunities to wonder at the beauty and power
of wildlife, to watch native fish
swimming in clear pools, to
hear the music of native song
birds, to catch exotic-looking
insects and to see century-old
trees and luxuriant meadows
of native grasses and flowers.
Islands of native plants and
trees embedded within our
communities can provide our
schools with outdoor classrooms where our kids can
learn not just to identify native
plants and animals, but how to
protect and restore whole communities of native plants and
animals even within the heart
of a large urban area.
To restore the countless
natural wonders which have
been lost to development will
be the great work of future
generations across the twentyfirst century. Our contribution
can be to preserve every opportunity for them to succeed.

Ray Wheeler is writer,
photographer and Glendale
resident. He has been seen
cleaning up trash islands from
his kayak in the Jordan River.
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Autorización de trabajo ofrece esperanza a los inmigrantes indocumentados
concedido/a “presencia legal” la educación del solicitante.
en los EE.UU. y recibiran
Da Silva ha tomado un seautorización para trabajar en
mestre libre cada año escolar
WEST VIEW MEDIA
el país.
para trabajar y ahorrar para
El obtener este permiso
pagar el próximo semestre. Él
El debate sobre la inmitiene el potencial de conducir no ha renunciado a su sueño
gración fue sacudido con
nuevas implicaciones y benefi- a una mayor oportunidad para de terminar los estudios. “Para
mí significa que ahora puedo
cios para los inmigrantes que conseguir empleo y otras facilitaciones hacia una carrera. tener más trabajo y así termifueron traídos a los EE.UU.
Puede también servir como
nar la escuela que es lo que
cuando eran niños. El 15 de
una herramienta para avanzar más me entusiasma,” el dijo.
junio, el presidente Barack
Obama anunció el paro inmediato de las deportaciones de
los soñadores (DREAMers)
y algunas otras personas inThe West View appreciates the generous
documentados, que califiquen,
support of our community partner:
y que viven en los Estados
Unidos.
También presentó la decisión de su gobierno de crear
un programa de autorización
de trabajo para estos residentes indocumentados, más
bien conocida como Acción
Diferida para los Llegados en
la Infancia (DACA).
De acuerdo con el abogado
de inmigración Mark Álvarez,
“DACA es un buen programa
que proporciona una solución
temporal justa y humana para
los que califiquen.”
Aunque es importante
aclarar que el DACA no es el
DREAM Act, algunos dicen
que es un paso en la dirección
correcta. El propio anuncio
tuvo diversas reacciones y
emociones. A muchos les
alteraría la vida.
“Cuando escuché por primera vez la noticia no lo creí,
pero una vez que vi el discurso del presidente, me sentí
realmente feliz y emocionado.
Cuando mi mamá me llamó
para preguntarme si era cierto,
The Sorenson Unity Center is a community gathering
lloré,” compartió Gustavo Da
place for all. For free programming and upcoming
Silva, originario de Brasil y
events visit www.sorensonunitycenter.com.
estudiante indocumentado de
Hold your next event at the Sorenson Unity Center!
la Universidad de Utah.
Call for pricing and space availability.
Poco más de dos meses
después, los formularios de
solicitud para DACA fueron
repartidos y ahora se pueden
encontrar en el sitio web de
Sorenson Unity Center
Servicio de Ciudadanía e In1383 South 900 West
migración de Estados Unidos,
http://www.uscis.gov/childSalt Lake City, Utah 84104
hoodarrivals.
(801) 535-6533
Si es aceptado/a bajo
www.sorensonunitycenter.com
DACA, el/la solicitante serán
Por Alonso Reyna y Flor
Olivo

Álvarez dice que cree firmemente “que la gran mayoría de
los inmigrantes indocumentados deben de disfrutar de un
trato similar, porque no son
la causa de un sistema que no
funciona. El sistema roto de
los EE.UU. ha sido causado
por mala ley, anticuada, y no
por gente mala.” Como se ha
señalado por el Servicio de

Ciudadanía e Inmigración de
Estados Unidos (USCIS), esto
no es un proceso que proporciona un camino a la ciudadanía. Es importante que los
que aplican estén plenamente
conscientes de los riesgos y los
beneficios de la aplicación.
Organizaciones como la
IMMIGRANTES PAGE 20

The West View appreciates the generous
support of our community partner:

Sorenson Multicultural Center
855 West California Avenue
Salt Lake City, Utah 84104
(385) 468-1300
www.slco.org/sorenson
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council meetings
All interested neighbors are welcome at the following monthly community council meetings. Call or email for more information. Get involved in
making your community a better place!

Fairpark Community Council

Fourth Thursdays: Sept. 27, Oct. 25 (no meeting in November), 6:30 p.m.
Northwest Multipurpose Center, 1300 W. 300 No.
Chair: Gordon Storrs: john_go_st@netzero.net, 801-898-2830

Jordan Meadows Community Council

Second Wednesdays: Sept. 12, Oct. 10, Nov. 14, 6:30 p.m.
Day Riverside Library, 1575 W. 1000 No.
Chair: Myra Close: myra@networldmail.com, 801-641-9226

Rose Park Community Council

First Wednesdays: Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov. 7, 6:30 p.m.
Day-Riverside Library, 1575 W. 1000 No.
Chair: Brad Bartholomew: bbart76@gmail.com, 801-673-5854

Westpointe Community Council

Third Wednesdays: Sept. 19, Oct. 17, Nov. 21, 6:30 p.m.
Day-Riverside Library, 1575 W. 1000 No.
Chair: Erin Youngberg: erin@nwarchitects.com, 801-815-0130

Poplar Grove Community Council
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Fourth Wednesdays: Sept. 26, Oct. 24, Nov. 28, 7 p.m.
Pioneer Police Precinct, 1040 W. 700 So.
Chair, Andrew Johnston: poplargrovecouncil@gmail.com, 801-671-1968

Glendale Community Council

Third Wednesdays: Sept. 19, Oct. 17, Nov.21, 7 p.m.
Mountain View Elementary, 1380 S. Navajo Street (1335 West)
Chair: Randy Sorenson: 801-973-6652
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Hinckley Institute of Politics Forum
Diversity and Social Capital: The Need to Increase
Diversity in Governance and in our Professions
Speaker, Maria Chavez, Political Dept. Professor,
Pacific Lutheran University
Tuesday, Sept. 18, 9:10 a.m., for more info visit
www.hinckley.utah.edu
Day Riverside Library Events
Rose Park Día de los Muertos Festival, Nov. 1
Storytime en Español, Saturdays - 11 a.m. to noon
Voces: Voices Film Series, Oct. 4 , Oct. 11, Oct. 15, 7 p.m.
These poignant, uplifting, and motivating films bring
particular attention to the Chicano experience.
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West View Media is seeking passionate, energetic volunteers who are interested in writing, copy editing, newspaper distribution and other duties. If interested,
please contact Charlotte at 801-243-1684 or wvm.editors@gmail.com

inmigrantes

fas desde 150 a 5,000 dólares,
estas empresas afirman
ofrecer servicios para ayudar
Asociacion de Abogados de
a los solicitantes a llenar los
Inmigración de Utah (AILA) y formularios. Ofrecen cobrar
la Unión de Libertades Civiles por el servicio de llenar la
Americanas de Utah (ACLU), aplicación sin ningún tipo de
han advertido que algunos
compromiso para ayudarles
abogados y asistentes legales
con apoyo de seguimiento
pueden intentar tomar ventaja legal, y en algunos casos están
de las personas que tratan de
proporcionando información
solicitar programas de ayuda
incorrecta.
como DACA. Cobrando tariLa solicitud de la DACA no
continued from PAGE 18

GARDEN

continued from PAGE 8

the legs of the billboard, giving
her a little less than 30 days to
meet compliance. This pushed
Reagan to consider whether or
not the garden could continue
on their property.
But the public outcry of
support in the form of letters,
emails and messages on social
networking sites did not fall
on deaf ears. Reagan not only
granted Zivkovic permission to continue cultivating
the land, they are helping her
figure this out with the city.
Furthermore, they are thinking of starting community
gardens on other properties
they own.
According to Zivkovic, back
at the garden, the city wants
them to cut down plants and
shrubs to allow pedestrians
and vehicles a clear view
around each corner. The city
is insistent that the sunflowers growing further down
the block still create a visual
hazard. Admittedly they are
above the approved height.
The flowers grow along 900
West adjacent to a “no park-

ing” zone. Under normal,
reasonable conditions the cars
are on the road and the pedestrians are on the sidewalk.
“There is no point of predictable or lawful contact between
the two,” she said.
Once a single complaint is
filed, you are locked in the
system under harsh scrutiny,
said Zivkovic.
“While recent complaints
have highlighted some issues
with the plot, we are confident
that a reasonable resolution
can be found that ensures both
public safety and the continued
prosperity of the garden,” said
Mayor Becker’s office.
There is room in the city’s
Park Strip Landscaping
ordinance for what is called
Discretionary Authority. “The
zoning administrator may
modify the standards of this
section to better achieve its
intent and address site specific
conditions.” The ordinance
indicates steep grades or canals, but it opens the door for
the city to allow site specific
exceptions.
Right now it’s up to the city
to decide.
EMAIL: wvm.editors@gmail.com

zando talleres para apoyar a
las familias e individuos que
The English translation of this story is on page 13.
soliciten la DACA en nuestras
comunidades.
es fácil de hacer. Uso de infor- EE.UU. El texto legal de estas
La ACLU tiene talleres
mación personal deshonesta
formas hace que sean difíciles planificados para el próximo
y/o documentación fraudude leer, y las dudas en cuanto a par de meses en los cuales
lenta de algún antecedente
cómo contestar las preguntas, se pueden hacer preguntas y
penal para solicitar DACA
son comunes. Por suerte, las
recibir más información. Los
puede llegar a ser perjudicial
organizaciones como AILA, la tiempos y lugares se puede
para el solicitante. E incluso
ACLU y el colectivo de Arte y encontrar en su sitio web en
puede arruinar sus posibiliActivismo de Mestizo (MAA), http://acluutah.org
EMAIL: wvm.editors@gmail.com
dades de permanecer en los
entre otros, están organiBREAKING LANGUAGE BARRIERS

The West View appreciates the generous
support of our community partner:

Rose Park Branch
1715 West 700 North
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116
Amanda Tafoya-Arias, Branch Manager
(801) 532-1383

Glendale Branch
1225 South Redwood Road
Salt Lake City, Utah 84104
Diana Olofson, Branch Manager
(801) 973-2484

www.macu.com

